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FORGED IN GENOCIDE

MIGRANT WORKERS SHAPING COLONIAL

CAPITALISM IN NAMIBIA, 1890-1925

Forged in Genocide traces the early history of colonial capitalism in Namibia
with a central focus on migrants who came to be key to the economy during and
as a result of the German genocide of the Herero and Nama (1904-1908). It
posits that Namibia, far from being a colonial backwater of the early 20th
century, became highly integrated into the labor flows and economies of West
and Southern Africa, and even for a time was one of the most sought-after
regions for African migrants because of relatively high wages and numerous
opportunities resulting from the war’s demographic devastation paired with an
economic frenzy following the discovery of diamonds. In highlighting the life
stories of migrants in Namibia from regions as diverse as the Kru coast of
Liberia, the Eastern Cape of South Africa, and the Ovambo polities of Northern
Namibia, this work integrates micro-history into larger African continental
trends. Building off of written sources from migrants themselves and utilising the
Namibian Worker Database constructed for this project, this book explores the
lives of workers in early colonial Namibia in a way that has hereto not been
attempted.

William Blakemaore Lyon, is currently a Postdoc in the Department of History
at the University of Zurich..

THE SERIES: AFRICA IN GLOBAL HISTORY

Africa in Global History aims to promote historical scholarship which addresses
the global connections which shaped African histories; theories and methods of
doing Africanist global history; and studies of the limitations of global history
from an Africanist perspective.

This series is edited by Joel Glasman, Omar Gueye, Alexander Keese and
Christine Whyte.
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